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Dear Mr. Terry,

Subject: Recommendation to Proceed With Environmental Impact Statement Preparation Notice
Conservation District Use Application (CDUA) OA-3 698
Waimalu Nature Center and Zipline Canopy Tour
Waimalu, ‘Ewa District, O’ahu
TMK (1) 9-8-073:001

The Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR) Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands
(OCCL) has reviewed the Final Environmental Assessment (FEA) submitted on behalf of the proposed
Waimalu Nature Center and Zipline Canopy Tour at Waimalu, Honolulu District, 0’ ahu, TMK (1) 9-8-
073:001.

We find that the proposal triggers the Significance Criteria outlined in Hawai’ i Administrative Rules
Chapter 200, ENvIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT RULES, and are unable to issue a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI).

Pursuant to § 11-22-12 SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA (B) In determining whether an action may have a
significant effect on the environment, the agency shall consider every phase of a proposed action, the
expected consequences, both primary and secondary, and the cumulative as well as the short-term and
long-term effects of the action. In most instances, an action shall be determined to have a significant
effect on the environment if it: (3) Conflicts with the state’s long-term environmental policies or goals and
guidelines as expressed in chapter 344, HRS, and any revisions thereof and amendments thereto, court
decisions, or executive orders; and (4) Substantially affects the economic welfare, social welfare, and
cultural practices of the community or State

The stated purpose of the State’s Environmental Policy is to encourage productive and enjoyable
harmony between people and their environmenl promote efforts which will prevent or eliminate damage
to the environment and biosphere and stimulate the health and we4’fare of humanity, and enrich the
understanding of the ecological systems and natural resources important to the people ofHawai ‘i. [HRS
§344-1].

As noted in previous correspondences, visitor facilities on O’ahu have traditionally been confined to
WaikIki and other designated districts. The proposed revisions to the O’ahu General Plan identify five
other secondary resort areas: Ko ‘Olina, Kuilima, Hoakalei at Ocean Pointe, Makaha Valley, and Lã’ie.
OCCL believes that any proposed visitor facilities outside of these designated areas need to be carefully
studied for the impact they might have on the neighboring communities.
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Many residents of the neighboring community have been vocal in their opposition to the proposal; OCCL
received roughly eight comments in favor of the project and fifty opposed. Public testimony at the
hearing held on February 24, 2014 was overwhelming opposed to the project. A common thread
throughout involved concerns on the impact a large visitor recreational facility would have on the
community.

OCCL notes that these concerns extend beyond the immediate potential impacts of the project as
proposed, and dealt with the longer term impacts of establishing a visitor facility on the site. One would
expect that any commercial facility would evolve over time to meet changing economic and social
conditions and visitor expectations; OCCL thus also needs to expand its analysis from What is the
environmental and social impact of building a zipline facility at this time? to What is the long-term
impact ofestablishing this parcel as a visitor-oriented recreationalfacility?

Given the project’s potential to substantially impact the economic and social welfare of the neighboring
communities now and in the future, OCCL recommends that the applicant issue an Environmental Impact
Statement Preparation Notice (EISPN). Issues OCCL would like to see addressed include but are not
limited to:

1. The social and economic impact that new visitor recreation facilities have on neighboring
residential communities;

2. The potential impact of developing visitor facilities outside of the recognized resort areas of
O’ahu;

3. The options for mitigating any of the above impacts; and

4. The long-term parameters for development of the parcel (e.g., what will happen when the market
for zipline tours slows?).

Pursuant to HRS § 1 83C-6, the one-hundred eighty day processing period for a CDUA may be extended
by ninety days at the request of the applicant when environmental impact statements are required.
Additional requests for extensions are subject to the approval of the land board.

Please let our office know how you wish to proceed. Should you have any questions, please contact
Michael Cain at 587-0048.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. AILA, CHAIRPERsoN
Board of Land and Natural Resources
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